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and whence the various products are taken to Curagao Island
for further treatment or for loading on ocean-going tankers.
Since 1938 the north-eastern fields round the Gulf of Paria have
been rapidly developed, the chief centres being Quirequire close
to the gulf, Pedernales, and Oficina some distance north of Ciudad
Bolivar. These fields extend eastwards under the Gulf of Paria,
where wells are being drilled similar to those in the shallow waters
of Lake Maracaibo. The petroleum is loaded at Guanta and
Puerto La Cruz and refineries have been built at Carapito. Both
asphalt and petroleum are produced on a considerable scale in
Trinidad, which by 1938 produced over 100,000 tons of asphalt
and 2| million tons of petroleum, with a further increase to
2-8 million tons in 1946.

We have already seen that the most populous districts in
the Northern Andes are situated several thousand feet above sea-
level and are therefore, as a rule, some distance inland. Most of
them have been settled since the early colonial period, and their
populations had consequently adapted themselves before the
railway era to the self-sufficing type of economy imposed upon
them by isolation. It is only with the building of railways and
more especially of national highways that some of these settle-
ments have come at all actively into touch with the outside
world. With the mining centres it has been different: they have
always had to find outlets for their minerals, and if situated in
inhospitable places, they have also had to rely upon transported
supplies of even the necessities of life. In quite recent times
all inland centres of population, however remote previously, have
begun to feel the influence of modern commercial organization.
Markets are found for their produce, such as coffee, wool and
skins, and manufactured goods are brought to them in exchange.

The population of the north-western arc of the continent
tends, therefore, to be arranged in two main groups. Up in the
mountains there are mining, agricultural and stock-rearing com-
munities ; along the coasts there are trading communities at the
scattered ports which serve as outlets mainly for the highland
areas, but often and sometimes exclusively, for their coastal
hinterlands. In Northern Peru three major ports, Callao, Chim-
bote and Pacasmayo, discharge both functions, since railways
from them penetrate the Andean region. Trujillo with Sala-
verry, on the other hand, though relatively populous and impor-
tant, serves the coastal region only; but the irrigated valley
there is one of the most productive in Peru. Guayaquil resembles
the Peruvian port of Callao in that it serves as an outlet both
for the lowland area behind it and for the populous plateau
region to the east, which is reached by the railway from Duran